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Re-member me…with grace and gratitude 

2 Samuel 11:1-5, 26-27; 12:1-9; Psalm 51:1-9; Matthew 21:33-41 
 
 This is a dreadful story. This story of King David taking and raping and killing to satisfy 

his desire is a story that I’d rather avoid. Who needs such an ugly story? We have enough of 

these stories in the news every day. 

 And yet here it is. In our Bible. A story that’s been told and retold for generations. And 

finally written down…for us this morning. What is there for us to “come and see” in this 

hard-to-hear story? 

 In Keith’s sermon last Sunday he talked about the covenant with God, the 10 Words 

that Moses received from God when he was on top of the mountain. Keith described this 

agreement as “a declaration of God’s desire to care for, provide for, and guide this 

people….” As well, this covenant “is for relationship among the people, with simple 

guidelines that make for integrity and well-being among these people.” 

 And here we are. Here is King David, God’s chosen and beloved David, King of Israel, 

wantonly breaking the covenant with God and God’s people. In taking Bathsheba, he broke 

not just one or 2, but at least 6 of the 10 agreements: 

 He coveted. Wanted what his neighbor had. 

 He stole. He took Bathsheba, without her permission, without her husband’s 
permission. He took her, imposing his desire and will upon her. Theft and rape. 

 He committed adultery. Bathsheba was another man’s wife. 

 He bore false witness. To cover his theft and rape he lied to his servant, Joab, and to 
Uriah, Bathsheba’s husband.  

 He murdered Uriah. 

 And he worshiped another god—the god of his self-interest, the god of his willful 
desire, a god created in his own image. 

 
But. This is more than a story about a king taking and raping his neighbor’s wife and 

then killing the husband; it’s also a story about a people, a nation wanting what belongs to 
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other peoples, being unfaithful to each other and to God, waging war, taking and raping the 

women and land and killing the men. And in turn, they find themselves taken, raped, killed, 

exiled.  

We humans have a long history of wanting…wanting and taking. Of satisfying our 

desires…of doing what we want, what’s easy, what feels good…without regard…without 

seeing the bodies that we’re part of, that are part of us. This is our country’s founding story. 

David took Bathsheba. With no regard for how that violence impacted her. With no regard 

for how it would impact Uriah. Israel took other nations, other land with no consideration 

for those who lived there. Colonizers took this land. Occupied by desire, others were 

invisible, non-existent. David cared only about himself. Israel cared only about its interest. 

Choices made by impulse, in the moment.  

Unbelievably, David had no awareness of the gravity of his actions, his sins, his broken 

agreements. But God was aware and was, rightfully, upset at David’s abhorrent behavior. 

But David was oblivious. We know this because of his encounter with Nathan. 

God sent Nathan to confront David. But. Instead of accusing David, instead of listing 

his sins (like I just did!), instead of judging and maligning David, Nathan simply held up a 

mirror so that David could see himself. He told David a story about a poor man and a rich 

man. And when the rich man wanted to serve lamb for dinner, instead of killing one from 

his own flock, he took the only sheep the poor man had. By the end of the story, David was 

furious: “How dare he? He deserves to die! And to make reparations, he needs to give the 

poor man not 1 but 4 sheep.” 

Listening to a story about someone else taking, David had no trouble seeing how wrong it 

was. As he listened to Nathan’s story of someone else stealing, someone else’s utter 
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disregard, David could easily see how wrong it was. And his judgment was immediate. His 

judgment was merciless.  

It is this that I think we are meant to see in this story. This drama-filled made-for-

television story of David’s theft and rape and murder…held beside a simple, relatively 

uneventful story of a rich man stealing a poor man’s sheep. David had no trouble 

whatsoever seeing the speck in the rich man’s eye. But he was seemingly blind, unable to see 

the logs in his own eye. We’re meant to see this dramatic contrast. This flagrant blindness 

and inconsistency.  

Isn’t this true of us? To be clear, we aren’t taking and raping and murdering. Those 

behaviors make for a good, action-packed story. But in the small things, in the dailiness of 

my life and relationships, it’s so easy for me to either not see or to excuse myself: “I couldn’t 

help myself. I’m a good person. I have good intentions.” We aren’t aware of our disregard. 

We don’t see the ways that our desires, our comforts and our fears, our feelings, we don’t 

recognize the ways they disregard other bodies, including the body of Earth. We miss that 

our comfort and ease become our gods. 

And yet. And yet we have such clarity when someone else does something wrong. I want 

them held accountable, which is often a euphemism for punished. I want your wrong 

accounted for…but I want my wrong excused. I want your wrong condemned…but I want 

mercy for my sin. I want your sin judged with a maximum sentence…but I want grace for my 

sin. 

Why do we do this?  

Pause…. Let’s pause for a moment to notice what’s happening in our bodies. Andrew 

had us do this the other night. I’ve been saying some hard things about how we human 

beings behave. So let’s take a moment to breathe…and to notice if you’re feeling some 
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feelings or if your body is experiencing some sensations…. Acknowledge those emotions 

and sensations…and breathe…. 

The story of David taking Bathsheba, and his response to Nathan’s story, reveals so 

much about human behavior, about who and how we are. But. But there’s something else to 

see in this story. Something so incredible…that it’s also hard to see. And even if we see it, or 

when we see it, it’s hard for us to take it in…hard for our hearts and bodies and bones to 

trust it. 

This story also reveals something of God to us. Many of us have been formed to think 

that God wants us to be good, to be white-as-snow perfect. Some of us have been taught 

that God chooses us and loves us only when we’ve been scrubbed clean, only when we’re 

good enough, only when we’re worthy. But this story…and so, so many other stories in our 

Bible…reveals that God’s desire is to be in relationship with us. God wants to be with us. God 

wants to journey beside us. God’s desire is for relationship and for well-being. God’s desire 

is for us to thrive, not just as individual bodies, but as collective bodies, as the body of 

creation. God’s desire is for us to share God’s desire! 

Because we have been so formed…so de-formed…to think that God wants us to be 

good, we miss that God’s desire is to love us and be with us. This is why we cannot bear to 

see the hurt and harm we cause each other. Because we’re afraid God will stop loving us. 

Intellectually we may know that God’s love and grace are limitless, but our bodies and 

beings, our emotions and internal voices don’t know this. So we excuse ourselves and 

condemn…each other because we’re competing for God’s love. 

If the stories of God journeying with God’s people through time reveal anything, they 

reveal the persistence of God’s love. The abundance of grace. The unending mercy. (Yes, 

this story says that God punished David for his sins by killing his baby and having his wives 
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taken by other men. I think we covered this in my sermon on the flood. That punishment 

assigned to God is a reflection of our violence and our need to punish.) These ancient 

stories, including this story that is so hard to hear, are stories of God staying with us, God’s love 

staying with us even when we’re at our worst. If you hear me say anything this morning, hear 

me say that God’s desire is to be in relationship with us, to be journeying through life with 

us, beside us. Not just with us, but with every body. With all creation. 

We know this. At least, intellectually, we do. But I’m not sure that our bodies and beings, 

individually or collectively, know this. Or trust it. It seems to me that when we see and hear 

the visions of swords into plowshares and no more tears and heaven on earth, we think it’s 

our responsibility to make those things happen. That it is our job to right all the wrongs in 

the world. We think it’s our responsibility to stop the rich man from stealing the sheep of 

the poor man. To stop the taking and raping and murder. So these things become our desire. 

They become the focus of our attention. Our eyes and our focus are on all that’s wrong. And 

we lose Jesus as our center. We forget that our first agreement is God, God-beside-us, God-

with-us. 

When God called Abram to go, to journey, it was, in many ways, a small and 

insignificant thing. When Jesus called the disciples to “come and see,” again, relatively small 

and insignificant. Calls to journey, to walk with God. God calls us, not to change the world, 

but to journey with Jesus at our side. And when we live our lives with Jesus beside us, we are 

changed in the dailiness of that journey. Plants grow from the bottom up. Houses are built 

from the bottom up. The world is changed, heaven comes to earth, from the bottom up, one 

body at a time. 

When we choose, every day, moment by moment, to let God be our focus, to love God, 

to be loved by God, and to let God journey beside us, we will be transformed. And when we 
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are transformed, the world changes. To be clear, journeying with God beside us doesn’t 

mean we live conflict-free or pain-free or sin-free lives. Journeying with God isn’t a day at 

the beach or a walk in the park. It doesn’t make us good or perfect. Journeying with God 

means we go into the hard, broken places and spaces of our lives. Rather than avoiding that 

which is painful, with God-beside-us, we move toward it so that God’s love and aliveness, 

God’s grace and mercy can touch us, heal us, repair us, and reconcile us, to ourselves and 

each other.  

When we live our lives, our broken, conflicted lives with God journeying beside us, we 

will know and experience pain and grief…and, we’ll know gratitude and grace. When we live 

our lives as God’s chosen and beloved, God’s love and grace will flow into our brokenness, 

onto our sins, over our selfish desires, washing us, watering us, growing us. When we live 

our lives, individually and collectively, with God-beside-us, we will find ourselves growing in 

grace, growing in love, filling with hope. 

May we grow in our desire for God, God-with-us, God-beside-us.  

May it be so. 


