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Re-member me…with grace and gratitude 
1 Kings 3:4-9, (10-15), 16-28; Matthew 6:9-10 

 

Our story today is quite a leap from last Sunday’s story! In this story, it is King David’s 

son on the throne. In his response to God, King Solomon describes his father, saying, “He 

walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you.” 

Clearly, much has happened. David is being remembered with grace, and remembered at his 

best, not for his worst. Surely this is the way we all want to be known and remembered.  

Today’s story makes much of Solomon sacrificing. From that description, we get a sense 

of his piety, his religious practice, his desire to be faithful. His response to God also gives us 

a sense of his humility, a humility that lets him recognize the gravity of this role that he’s 

taking on and the responsibility he has, not only to a people, but to God. He knows that 

these people who will call him king are God’s people, God’s beloved people. He isn’t taking 

his place on the throne lightly. 

God comes to Solomon in a dream saying, “Ask what I should give you.”  

“Ask what I should give you.” (It reminds me of the Genie in the story of Aladdin.) 

Here is God, creator of the universe, holy, eternal I AM, telling Solomon to make a 

request…anything he wants. “Ask what I should give you.” 

Solomon could have asked for anything. As the humble, pious, and faithful son of God, 

we would expect him to ask for something on behalf of the people in his kingdom. He might 

have prayed for their health and well-being. He could have prayed for rain and abundant 

harvests, for prosperity in his kingdom. He could have asked that these people would be 

safe, unharmed by war or famine or disease. He might have asked for peace. With this wide-

open invitation to ask for what God can give him, Solomon could have asked for so many 

good things that would have made his kingdom…and the world…a better place.  
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But he doesn’t. He doesn’t ask for any of these things. Instead, he prays, “Give your 

servant therefore a listening heart…. Give your servant a listening heart to govern your 

people, able to discern between good and evil.”  

He could have asked for so much! He could have asked for these people to treat each 

other with equity and justice and kindness. He could have asked for the wealth gap between 

the poor and the rich to be leveled. But instead, he asks for a listening heart. Instead of 

asking for an outcome, he asks for an attentive heart. Of all the things he could ask for, he 

prays for a way of being, for his interior life. He asks for a stillness in his inner being so that 

his heart can hear the Spirit of God. 

Solomon’s prayer reminds me of Jesus in the wilderness. Besides being without food and 

water for 40 days and nights, he endured some hard temptations. Remember those? The 

temptation to turn stones to bread? Imagine the good that would have done! He could have 

fed all the hungry and poor. But Jesus rejected the temptation, saying we need more than 

literal food for our bodies and beings. And when he was tempted with all the kingdoms of 

the world, he declined. Imagine a world, literally governed by Jesus?! What better way to 

bring about the Kindom of God?! But instead, he said that it’s more important that he 

worships God, the living God, I AM. These temptations would have given Jesus the position 

and power to change the world—to end oppression and violence and poverty and war and 

mass incarceration and racism—but instead…Jesus chose to align his interior life with God.  

Might Jesus have been formed by Solomon’s prayer? Might this have been a prayer that 

Jesus prayed during those 40 days and nights in the wilderness? And throughout his 

ministry? 

What might happen if we prayed this prayer? If we prayed for listening hearts? 
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This prayer is such a contrast to dominant culture. Everything around us has us thinking 

about outcomes. Whether it’s setting goals or imagining futures or creating visions for 

ourselves or the institutions we’re part of…we’re focused on outcomes. But Solomon’s 

priority is his heart…a listening heart so that he can hear the Spirit of God within him. And 

govern from there. And in the life and ministry of Jesus, we see the same thing. When life 

and people are pressing around him, Jesus separates himself to pray…so that his heart can 

hear the Spirit of God within him. When a storm is threatening to overturn their boat and 

the disciples, so frightened by the turbulence, wake Jesus, he is perfectly calm. His interior 

life is quiet, stable, relaxed. Even when the waters beneath him are heaving…especially when 

the ground beneath him is unsteady. 

What might happen if our first prayer were, “Give your servant a listening heart”? 

One of the problems with having our first prayers be for particular outcomes is that we 

are so limited. As an individual, my sight and imagination is limited by my finite body and 

being, by my finite time and place. So I might pray for an outcome that I think is good and 

right, but completely miss all the ways the same outcome is, or will be, bad and wrong from 

someone else’s place in the world, or in another time. And then we’re arguing with each 

other and each other’s perspectives about what is good and right. This is the process our 

denomination (and others) use to decide issues. We pray for discernment. We don’t pray for 

listening hearts. We pray for a knowing, for an answer to the question of what is right and 

good.   

“Give your servant a listening heart.” 

I wonder if Fellowship of Hope might receive this prayer as a gift? A gift for this time in 

our congregational life? In the coming months, there will be conversations about the future. 

These kinds of conversations are difficult. Under the best of circumstances, they’re complex 
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conversations. What if we began now to prepare ourselves, praying, “Give your 

servant…give your servants a listening heart”? So that when those conversations begin, our 

hearts are calm and attentive…and we can hear the Spirit of God within us. 

Praying for a listening heart will be disorienting…and transforming. Asking God for a 

listening heart changes my prayers. Instead of centering and focusing on the outcomes that I 

want, I set those aside. When I pray for a listening heart so that I can be attentive to the 

Spirit of God, I am opening myself to something I don’t yet know, or to something that I 

may not like or want. But when I pray for a quiet, interior life so that I can hear God’s 

desire, I am centering God’s desire as my desire. 

And praying for a listening heart also opens us to gratitude and grace. If I’m praying for 

outcomes that I want or that I think are good, I’m likely then to expect that thing to happen 

in the way that I’m imagining it. Then I judge the things that happen…or don’t happen…by 

the outcome I prayed for. If my prayer isn’t answered, it’s hard to be grateful. And grace 

becomes scarce as I judge and condemn those standing in the way of my desired outcome. 

But when we pray, “Give me a listening heart,” in the quiet of my inner being, I begin to 

see all the wonderful gifts of life around me. Attentive to the Spirit of God within us, we 

become sensitive to the exquisite beauty of the world and life that we are part of. And we 

begin to see the ways in which we have been wrapped in grace, again and again, in every time 

of our life, as individuals, and as a community.  

When our first prayers, our most persistent prayers are for a listening heart, we begin to 

hear the voice of God in our inner being. This is grace. This brings us to our knees in 

gratitude. 

There’s something else I want to say to you, dear Fellowship of Hope…. 
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Conversations about the future will, invariably, bring up memories and emotions and 

judgements about the past. We will need listening hearts, we will need stable and relaxed 

interior beings as those come up. Many memories and experiences of the last 50 years are 

warm and wonderful. But there are also some that are difficult. One of the difficult ones is 

the end of the common treasury and households. For over a decade, I’ve heard this part of 

the FoH story told with pain and sadness, pain for the hurt that was being experienced and 

sadness at the loss and failure of a vision and commitment.  

But what if, with listening hearts, we could hear the Spirit of God whispering to 

Fellowship of Hope, saying:  

“My vision for you has never been lost.  

You have always been My people in South Central Elkhart.  

In your belovedness and in your brokenness, with success and with failure, you have 

been mine.  

You have loved your neighbors and this neighborhood, and have offered love and 

hospitality and home to those who have come to you while they were in Elkhart.  

Your measures of success and failure have never been My measures.  

You have always been and will always be, My beloved Fellowship of Hope.” 

 

 May it be so. 


